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self. The generally experienced physician will justly respect the high worth and talents of many of these specialists, but it is not necessary that he should thence submit to a discredit of his own pretensions. He will not readily forget that Pinel, the great master who gave first in France a humane and rational direction to the treatment of insanity, was no exclusive specialist, but a physician in general practice; and that it was to the author of the ' Nosographie Philosophique' that we are indebted for the 1 Traite de 1'Alienation Mentale.' Nor will he forget that our own Prichard, the author of the best systematic treatise on insanity in our language, joined also to his extensive attainments otherwise, the like wide basis for a general knowledge of the science of medicine. It is not the extent merely, but the extent in relation to the quality, of the experience, which teaches; and it is less the scope than the capacity of observation, that turns the lesson to profit. Many are thus entitled to say with Ilecquet :?" Je sais qu'il y en a qui voient beaucoup de malades, mais je vois peut-etre plus de maladies." Impressed with the vast interest and importance of the theme of insanity generally, we feel that our interest deepens when we are compelled to survey it under the phases presented to us by the description of treatise now before us. The lunatic, as a sufferer in the abstract, had already an irresistible claim upon our sympathies: but the lunatic, as implicated in, or stripped of his individual and civil rights, or as prone to acts involving him in questions of criminal accountability, has an infinitely stronger title to our commiseration; and the idea of the possibility of judging him harshly, or upon any bare plea of legal or social expediency, seems to be ready to recoil in condemnation upon ourselves, if we could suppose ourselves to be its abettors. "We know that the balance must be evenly held; that to extend the shield from the guardianship of the truly insane to the protection of the merelyvicious, would be a dangerous error, producing, like all errors, its mischievous reaction; and that the utmost caution must be used lest charity should mislead justice, for the worth and dignity of the latter does not lie in its power, but in its truth. We are aware, of course, that this degree of caution has not been uniformly exercised by all our writers on forensic psychology; and that, on the contrary, an originally 288 Reviews.
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humane and partially just idea lias been sometimes fostered into a crotchet, till its undue obtrusion has provoked an antagonism between law and medicine little to the credit or advantage of either. In any remarks suggested to us during a perusal of either of our authors, on the subject of the medico-legal relations of insanity, or on points arising incidentally from the consideration of their theme, our leading anxiety will be to avoid this error.
Professor Ideler has been long known as an able writer on a variety of topics connected with disease of the mind. In his previous publications he has always distinguished himself as a strong and sound reasoner, and we once more gladly recognise this characteristic in the volume before us.
His treatise presents us with a comprehensive view of a subject often abstruse and difficult, and involving, were it for this reason only, numerous points of contest. Beginning with the discussion of the topic of moral liberty, he reviews this in its relations to the intellect and to the aflections, as well as to the will, and examines the influences to which it is naturally subjected through the various states of the living organization, and the extrinsic conditions of existence. His primary ideas on the subject having thus moulded themselves into the requisite precision, he next extends his inquiry to the consideration of the principle of moral freedom as lying at the basis of all our notions of what constitutes the essence of crime, and of the just application of penal law; examining into the limits and degrees of accountability, and into the competence of physicians to determine as to these, along with the necessary appreciation of the motives of action.
Having secured this as the first part of his groundwork, he now surveys the different faculties of our moral nature, passing befoi'e him in succession the consciousness, the power of conception, the emotions, affections, and the passions, and treating the operations of the more energetic of these in detail, as well in their relations to each other reciprocally, as to the faculties of the intelligence, and to the influences of the social system. The By and by, we trust, the want will be less perceptibly felt; but we must own that we place our confidence as to this, far less in the dominance of a provision of law than in the weight of a public opinion. Of the feebleness of the one, when placed at feud with the other, or when destitute of its sympathies, we had long ample illustration in the subsistence of the practice of duelling, and in the constantly recurring opposition between the verdicts of juries and the denunciations of the laws in those instances which had led to fatal results. 
